
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Next Monthly Meeting 
 

8th October 2025  
 

Guest Speaker : Andrew Lound 

Mystical Britain: Great Britain is full of legends, myths and folklore that date 
back over 2000 years. Many of the festivals and beliefs have origins in the 
islands’ myths 

 
 
 
 
 

Issue –October 2025 
 

Web Address: www.hucknallu3a.org.uk 
 

Note – Deadline for submission of Articles for the next edition of the 
newsletter is 31st October 2025 

 
Please forward articles for the next newsletter to hucknallu3anewsletter@live.co.uk 
and remember to send a copy to the webmaster@hucknallu3a.org.uk for inclusion on 

our website 
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Message from our Chair 
 
I’ve written this message a little early as Gary and I are off to the Cotswolds at the time it 
would normally be due. It’s strange how a disruption to our normal activities can throw us 
off kilter. I think I’ve spent most of September thinking we were a week earlier in the month 
than we actually were. The fact that I knew we were away the last week of September had 
me thinking it was later in the month than it actually was. Very off putting especially when I 
couldn’t work out which week we were in, so kept getting confused with the bridge weeks! 

It has to be said that while change can be disruptive it can also be a time for new purpose, 
renewal and the revitalisation of organisations and of course committees. That is certainly 
my hope for the Social Sub Committee (SSC). Those of you who were at the September’s 
members meeting will be aware that four of our valued and long serving SSC committee 
members are stepping down in April to take a well-earned break and allow others the 
chance to serve and hopefully shine. 

It was with regret that I heard that David Rose (the current chair of SSC), Lynda Jackson, 
Steph Haigh and Maggie Huckerby had decided to ‘retire’. I am sure that like me you, if you 
have attended any of our SSC events, have been impressed by all the hard work they put 
into finding suitable events, entertainers, quiz masters and the like. They will be greatly 
missed. 

While they are leaving big shoes to be filled they are also wanting to ensure the continued 
success of the SSC. They are therefore actively looking for at least 4 new people to join 
committee. You may well have read about what it all entails in the email I sent out on 
David’s behalf. It is generous of them to give us plenty of notice, to allow time for 
replacements to be found. Which of course means we need volunteers. I know the current 
SSC is looking forward to welcoming new committee members and helping them settle into 
whatever role they take on by giving guidance and advice. The sooner we get those 
volunteers, the more time the current incumbents will have to pass on their knowledge. 

So if you haven’t already put yourself forward to look at joining the SSC, then please do so 
now. You can contact David Rose in the first instance on his email address 
davidrose98835@gmail.com. Or indeed approach one of the current SSC members if you 
see them. 

I look forward to hearing about who has put themselves forward and learning who will be 
doing what. I will of course also look forward to attending even more of the interesting and 
entertaining social events that the SSC provide. 

 

Tina Holmes, Chair 
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Monthly Meetings - Safety 

 
As always please use the rear doors off the car park for access and ensure that you register yourself 
as attending, if leaving before the end of the meeting, it is important for health and safety that you 
sign yourselves out. 
 
In the event of the fire alarm sounding, then please make your way to the rear car park by means of 
the rear doors if possible. The assembly point is the Scout Hut in the far corner of the car park. 
 
Please wear your name badges, it is far easier to strike up a conversation if folk know your name. 
 
Please remember to volunteer for the tea & coffee rota if you are able. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Future Speakers 
November – David Coleman, Pitman 

December – No Speaker 
January 2026 – Bob Reed – Lets Talk Toilets 

 

NOTICE 
 
Experiencing the loss of someone you care about can be profoundly heart-breaking and 
overwhelming. At such a time any correspondence sent to the deceased can cause further upset 
& pain. If you learn that a Hucknall u3a member has passed away, please promptly notify the 
Membership Secretary or any Committee member. This will help us try to avoid u3a 
communications causing unnecessary distress to the family. Thank you. 
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News From the Groups 

Discovering Britain 

Our most recent excursion began aboard a beautifully restored 1946 vintage bus, whose polished 
chrome and distinctive character instantly set the tone for the day. From Hucknall we travelled in 
style, enjoying the gentle hum of the old engine as we made our way through the countryside 
towards Wirksworth, in truth it was quite noisy, but fun. 

At Wirksworth we transferred to an atmospheric steam train, its plume of white smoke curling above 
the carriages as we boarded. The rhythmic chug of the locomotive and the whistle’s call brought an 
air of nostalgia, transporting us back to a golden age of travel. The journey offered fine views across 
the Derbyshire hills, made all the more enjoyable by the leisurely pace. 

     

We were treated to a hearty full English breakfast; with eggs, bacon, sausages, beans, and toast, it 
was a satisfying highlight and provided the perfect opportunity to relax and chat while soaking in the 
traditional surroundings. 

Re-boarding our vintage bus, we continued to the Crich Tramway Village. There we admired the 
heritage trams including a ride on the trams, an old fashioned sweet shop, ice cream and a satisfying 
pint in the Red Lion pub before beginning our final leg homeward, on ‘Walter’ our vintage bus. 
Returning to Hucknall in the ‘comfort’ of the 1946 bus completed a truly memorable day full of 
nostalgia, camaraderie, and timeless transport experiences. 

Mark Thornley 

Easy Cycling Group 

Ride to Loughborough Two-Day Adventure 
 

On Sunday, 14th September, eleven enthusiastic riders from the Cycle Group embarked on an exciting 
two-day cycling adventure to Loughborough. Setting off in fine spirits, on Sunday the group covered a 
total distance of 46 miles, enjoying pleasant but drizzly weather and lively conversation along the way. 
The route offered a delightful mix of countryside, canal paths, picturesque villages, and two well-earned 
refreshment stops, making the journey both enjoyable and memorable for all involved. 

 
Upon arrival in Loughborough, we checked into the Travelodge for a well-deserved rest. After 
freshening up, everyone gathered for an evening meal at Wetherspoons, where good value food, 
drink and plenty of camaraderie were shared.  

 
The following morning, plans for breakfast at the much-anticipated Tiffany’s were dashed when the 
group discovered it was closed. Undeterred, we headed back to Wetherspoons, to enjoy a hearty 
breakfast before setting off for the return journey.  
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We were greeted with a yellow warning of wind; however we pressed on battling against the elements 
and tree debris on a shorter return route of 32 miles. 

 
The two-day ride was a great success, and we thank John Saunders and Brian Carr for all their 
preparation and route selection. 
 
Jim Spray, Easy Cycling Group Leader 

Easy Walking Group 

A casual walk around Colliers Wood and the surrounding area in beautiful sunshine was enjoyed by 
our group. 

Colliers Wood was reclaimed following the closure of Moorgreen Colliery and now seems like it’s 
always been there! 

We ended our walk with the obligatory refreshment stop at Reuben Shaws Coffee Shop. 

Another lovely social walk. 

Film & Culture Group 
 
This group exists simply to notify members of Hucknall u3a what films are being shown locally and 
when, plus other information on musical and local drama events. To receive a copy of this information 
please forward your email address to member, alansnape@hotmail.co.uk and I will forward the latest 
bulletin to you. 

Alan Snape 

Gardening Group 
 
On September 1st the group travelled to Yorkshire for the last trip of the year to Harlow Carr. In spite 
of the weather we have had this year, the gardens were beautiful and still full of colour. The day was 
mostly dry and we enjoyed wandering around the gardens and following the various trails, seeing just 
what a colourful season Autumn can be. As usual Betty's Tearoom and cafe was a very welcome 
stopping place and refreshed all who tried the delicious fare. This garden is a good place to visit to 
get ideas for your own plot , both in variety, colour and size of plants. 

 



Page 3 
 

 

    

October's meeting is at the JGC at 1.30 to 3.30 when we welcome Camilla Anderson who is speaking 
on Arts and Crafts and Edwardian gardens. 

All are welcome as we are an open group. 

Anne 
 
History Group 
 
At our last meeting David Skillen  came to talk to us about the history of Belper the title was Nailers, 
Knitters and Traitors.  From his images we understood about nailers their buildings and work.  He 
talked about knitters telling us about the textile industry in Belper and that the wonderful museum 
had closed.  Jedediah Strutt's Mill has survived though and can still be seen as you use the car park 
by the River Gardens where there is a tea room.  Strutt is quite famous for inventing a new way to 
knit the beginnings for garments called the Derby Rib.  Traitors were those who went over to America 
to explain how the knitting was done which took some of the work from Belper.  David told us he is 
retiring from presenting the talks this year: it is such a shame that we won't see him again. 

Our next meeting on the 15th October is a visit to the National Justice Museum.  We are meeting at 
Weekday Cross at 1.45pm having walked down from the Lace Market tram stop. 

At the November  meeting we are back at Central Methodist Church 2 - 4pm when Trevor Lee is 
coming back as our speaker. 

Maureen Newton 

Litter Picking Group 
 
A total of 14 bags of rubbish have been collected from our area this month by members of the group 
who are doing a sterling job trying to keep our environment tidy. One ‘grot spot’ which has been 
identified is the bottom end of the bypass. The problem is that it doesn’t take long to fill a bag with 
rubbish. The bags then become rather heavy to carry to the nearest litter bin which is in a layby on 
the bypass. The area around the litter bin is also frequently strewn with rubbish some of which is 
from bags which have been ripped open probably by wildlife. Together with The Wombles who are 
also prolific Hucknall litter pickers our aim is to have another litter bin installed towards the lower end 
of the bypass. 

Wish us luck with that project! 

Val (Gant) 

Luncheon Group 
 
The luncheon group’s latest visit in September was to the newly refitted ‘A La Carte’ Bistro Pierre 
restaurant in Nottingham. On Wednesday 29 October we are dining at the Gedling Inn & Kitchen, a 
slightly later date than usual. Please note the luncheon group are not meeting in November due to 
other groups organising events.  
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Christmas Meal - Tuesday 16 December 2025 - Albert Hall 

We were hoping to collect the balance for the Christmas meal at the October monthly meeting, 
however other groups will be selling tickets at the same time, so we have postponed collecting the 
balance of £15.00 per person to the NOVEMBER meeting. We hope to announce details of venues and 
dates for the New Year in next month’s newsletter. Once again thank you for all your support.  

Ann & Rose 

National Trust Group 
 
National Trust visit to Kedleston Hall on Wednesday 24th of September. 

The National Trust set off an hour later than usual as this month’s destination involved a much 
shorter journey in to neighbouring Derbyshire. Despite encountering heavy traffic close to Deby itself 
we still arrived safely by 10.30 am. The weather was now looking favourable as we were met by a 
member of staff from Kedleston Hall. 

The estate at Kedleston is both beautiful and extensive and many members used the estate walks to 
explore the estate taking on walks ranging from 1,2 miles to over two miles in length. Surrounded by 
beautiful water courses the walks were well explored. 

The Hall itself proved a popular venue to explore as we looked at the Curzon family's fine collections 
including fine arts, furniture and Asian treasures. 

There were also gardens, cafe , gift and plant shops to explore over the day. 

The final National Trust visit this year sees us venture to Nostell near Wakefield in October before 
ending the year with a visit to Chester's Christmas Market in early December. 

A huge thank you must go to Vallance Coaches who have provided coaches to a very high standard 
on all of our trips. Special thanks to the excellent drivers, Bob, Mick and Wayne. 

Barrie and Sue 
 
Not So Grumpy Old Men Group 
 
In September, following the cheering up of some Grumpy Old Men, 26 of the combined Not So 
Grumpy Old Men Group visited the Hucknall Flight Test Museum, a venue many of them visited under 
its Rolls Royce Heritage banner 6 years before, but now expanded and improved. 

 
Rolls Royce transformed aviation by innovative engineering solutions and designs and shaped the 
path of the modern jet engine, claiming many world firsts along the way. 

 
After an introductory talk about the origins of the museum and how acquiring grade II listed status 
ensured at least a small part of the Rolls Royce site was not “developed” into housing, we were 
treated to guided talks on the world-leading testing facilities, the evolution (over a surprisingly short 
timeframe) of aero engine design and manufacture and an incredible collection of hand-built scale 
models of over 30 aircraft. 
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Many of the group were ex-Rolls Royce employees and the museum volunteers were keen to try to 
get them back to work! 

 
Enthralled by the talks and exhibits, it was difficult to drag ourselves away for the post-visit lunch at 
the Nabb Inn. 
 
Barrie 

Science Group 

Water Rockets and Polystyrene Aeroplanes: A Day of Experimentation 

The science group met at Bestwood Country Park for a hands-on exploration of flight and propulsion. 
A focus of the meeting was launching water rockets, an activity that proved both challenging and 
entertaining. Despite our enthusiasm and numerous attempts to launch even with the expertise of 
John Tedstone and John Berril we encountered a staggering 95% failure rate with water rocket 
launches. 

They either failed to lift off or experienced technical difficulties, usually due to insufficient air 
pressure, this providing plenty of opportunities for laughter among the spectators. 

In contrast, the session on polystyrene aeroplane flying was notably more successful. Members 
enjoyed constructing and testing their lightweight planes. 

Some of them soared impressively across the open spaces of the park, others experienced an early 
descent. 

   

Our efforts highlighted the unpredictable nature of scientific experimentation. Overall, it was a 
memorable day, combining fun, frustration, and the thrill of discovery in a rural outdoor setting. 

Our next meeting is on Friday October 17th at JGC 10am to 11.45 am 
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We have a presentation from group member Dr Jolanta Adamczewska who spent many years 
specialising in the field of lubricants. 

Most of us know they are substances designed to reduce friction between surfaces in mutual contact, 
which ultimately minimises heat generation and wear. 

We will learn that they have many other uses and there are different types both natural and 
synthetic. 

Following the break we have an activity currently in development. 

David Rose 
 
Strollers Group 
 
The Strollers Group enjoyed a pleasant walk around the Art Trail at Patchings Farm Art Centre near 
Calverton . 

We were sorry to hear the place is up for sale and its future is unsure. 

 

The photo shows the Monet Bridge which is unfortunately in bad repair and the lake is very 
overgrown but still a pretty site. 

There was the usual Coffee Stop at the cafe on site. 

Well worth a visit! 

Theatre Trips Group 
 
Northern Ballet  MERLIN Theatre Royal 2.30 Saturday 18th October Tickets £38.00   
Charlie & The Chocolate Factory Theatre Royal on 29th October 2025 at 2.30pm Tickets £27.00. 
 
2026 

Matthew Bournes’s The Red Shoes, Theatre Royal, 7th February 2:30pm Tickets £62.50 
Priscilla Queen of the Desert Theatre Royal Thursday 30th April, 2pm. Tickets £46.50 
Northern Ballet: Gentleman Jack Theatre Royal Saturday 16th May , 2.30pm Tickets £51.00 
Faulty Towers: The Play, Theatre Royal, Saturday 6th June, 2:30pm, Tickets £57.50 
 
Barbara 
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Vegetarian Cookery Group 
 
A good – sized group attended the September meeting when 3 recipes were again demonstrated and 
eaten. It has been a while since we last met so it was good to come together again. A huge thank you 
to Jane and to those who helped in the kitchen and also those who served the tasty morsels to the 
rest of the group. I could not do it without you. 

    

The next meeting should be on Monday October 27, and then on November 24, both the 4th Monday 
of the month. 

This group is now full and cannot take any new members for now. 

Anne Wilkinson 

Walking Group (Short Length Walks)  

Thursday 18th September was a dull wet day and with several members either put off by the weather 
or on holiday we only had five hardy walkers for a gentle undulating walk around Gedling Country 
Park. 

The views from the raised viewing platforms are usually spectacular but today we could just see the 
tall spire of Gedling Church poking through the mist. 

 

En route we met a wise owl and few people walking their dogs before we reached the café for a well-
earned hot drink. 

Next Month Thursday October 16th 

The postponed visit for the guided tour of Bennerley Viaduct is confirmed, I have contacted the 2 
volunteer guides (another!) Dave and Angie who will be leading the way. 

Full details will be sent to group members a week before the walk. 

David Rose 
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Walking Group (Long Length Walks)  

On 2nd September, we completed a pleasant circular walk beginning and ending in Brackenfield, 
taking in the villages of Woolley and Woolley Moor, before skirting the edge of Ogston Reservoir and 
returning, via Ogston. The route covered varied terrain, offering a mixture of village charm, open 
countryside, and scenic waterside paths. 

Setting out from Brackenfield, the morning was bright but cool, with hints of autumn beginning to 
colour the hedgerows. The gentle ascent towards Woolley gave wide views over the Amber Valley, 
while the church and stone cottages provided a reminder of the area’s long history. Continuing 
to Woolley Moor, the path crossed rolling farmland, alive with late summer bird activity. 

From here, the route dropped steadily towards the reservoir. Walking along its wooded edge was a 
highlight, with calm reflections across the water and occasional glimpses of sailing boats and noting 
sightings of herons and grebes. 

    

The return to Brackenfield was gradual and easy, passing hedgerows heavy with blackberries. The full 
circuit took just under four hours at a steady pace. Overall, this circular walk combined rural 
tranquillity with rich scenery, making it a thoroughly rewarding route to mark the beginning of 
autumn. 

Mark 

 

 

HUCKNALL & DISTRICT u3a INTEREST GROUPS 

Group Leader Contact E-Mail 
Bridge Sue Tedstone bridge@hucknallu3a.org.uk 
Calligraphy Glenna Gash calligraphy@hucknallu3a.org.uk 
Canasta Sue Foss canasta@hucknallu3a.org.uk 

Chair Based Exercise Anne McDowall excercise@hucknallu3a.org.uk 
Crafty Knitters Barbara Hill craftyknitters@hucknallu3a.org.uk 

Discussion Christine Beer discussion@hucknallu3a.org.uk 

Discovering Britain Mark Thornley/Pauline Archer discoveringbritain@hucknallu3a.org.uk 
Drama Janet Stevenson drama@hucknallu3a.org.uk 

Easier Cycling Angela Cornish easiercycle@hucknallu3a.org.uk 

Easy Walkers Philip Attenborough easywalkers@hucknallu3a.org.uk 

Easy Wheelers Jim Spray cycling@hucknallu3a.org.uk 
Flower Arranging Siobhan Lee flowers@hucknallu3a.org.uk 
Gardening Anne Wilkinson gardening@hucknallu3a.org.uk 
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Growing Old Disgracefully Christine Berrill god@hucknallu3a.org.uk 

History Maureen Newton history@hucknallu3a.org.uk 

International Dining John Berrill internationaldining@hucknallu3a.org.uk 

Kurling Sue Foss kurling@hucknallu3a.org.uk 

Late Breakfast Geoff Cree latebreakfast@hucknallu3a.org.uk 
Litter Picking Val Gant litter@hucknallu3a.org.uk 

Luncheon Rose Ridley / Ann Lambert lunch@hucknallu3a.org.uk 

Mah Jong Val Gant mahjong@hucknallu3a.org.uk 

Mah Jong 2 Sue Foss mah.jong2@hucknallu3a.org.uk 

National Trust Barrie & Sue Saunders nationaltrust@hucknallu3a.org.uk 
Not So Grumpy Old Men Barrie Saunders / John Tedstone notsogrumpy@hucknallu3a.org.uk 

Papercraft Jo Hackland craft1@hucknallu3a.org.uk 

Pickleball Terry Moult pickleball@hucknallu3a.org.uk 

Pickleball 2 Bob McEwen / Vaughan Gallagher pickleball2@hucknallu3a.org.uk 

Pub Quiz Angela Cornish / Christine Eagle pubquiz@hucknallu3a.org.uk 

Real Ale Melvyn Francis realale@hucknallu3a.org.uk 

Rummikub (1) Kate Jackson rummikub@hucknallu3a.org.uk 
Rummikub (2) Sue Foss rummikub2@hucknallu3a.org.uk 
Science David Rose science@hucknallu3a.org.uk 

Scrabble Val Gant scrabble@hucknallu3a.org.uk 
Short Courses Melvyn Francis shortcourses@hucknallu3a.org.uk 

Singalong Liz & Philip Attenborough singalonga@hucknallu3a.org.uk 

Strollers Liz Attenborough strollers@hucknallu3a.org.uk 

Table Games Sue Spolton / Margaret Nunn games@hucknallu3a.org.uk 

Table Tennis Alan Hodkinson tabletennis@hucknallu3a.org.uk 
Tarot Angela Cornish tarot@hucknallu3a.org.uk 

Theatre Trips Barbara Ives theatre@hucknallu3a.org.uk 

Ukulele  Philip Attenborough / John Pretty ukulele@hucknallu3a.org.uk 

Vegetarian Cookery Anne Wilkinson vegcookery@hucknallu3a.org.uk 

Walking (Short) David Rose shortwalks@hucknallu3a.org.uk 

Walking (Medium) John Tedstone midwalks@hucknallu3a.org.uk 

Walking (Long) Mark Thornley longwalks@hucknallu3a.org.uk 
Watercolour Margaret Huckerby painting@hucknallu3a.org.uk 

Weekenders Siobhan Lee / Margaret White weekenders@hucknallu3a.org.uk 

Wine Appreciation Mark Jackson wineappreciation@hucknallu3a.org.uk 

Wine Lovers Tina & Gary Holmes winelovers@hucknallu3a.org.uk 
Wine Tasting Sue Tedstone / Marilyn Gretton winetasting@hucknallu3a.org.uk 
   
   
   



 
 

 

HUCKNALL & DISTRICT u3a INTEREST GROUPS - Calendar 
 

Wk Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 
1 12:00 – Pickleball2 

13:30 – Gardening 
14:00 - Water Colours 
 

10:00 - Walking 
(Long) 
13:00 - Rummikub 2 
13:00 – Mah Jong 2 
 

09:15 – Easy Wheelers 
10:00 Committee 
Meeting 
 

10.00 - Calligraphy 
14:00 – Pickleball 
14:00 - Canasta 

 

09:30 – EasierCycling 
09:30 - Late Breakfast 
14.00 – Table Tennis 

 9:00 -  
Easy 
Wheelers 

2 10:00 – Ukulele 
12:00 – Pickleball2 
12:00 - Pub Quiz & Lunch 
14:00 - Rummikub 1 
14:00 – Chair Based 
Exercise 
 

13:00 - Rummikub 2 
13:00 – Mah Jong 2 
14:00 - Crafty 
Knitters 
18:30 - Bridge 

 

09:15 – Easy Wheelers 
13:45 – Members 
Meeting 

14:00 – Pickleball 
14:00 - Canasta 

 

Day – Discovering 
Britain 
09:30 - Easier Cycling 
14.00 – Table Tennis 
19:00- Mah Jong 
 

 9:00 -  
Easy 
Wheelers 

3 10:00 - Walking (Medium) 
12:00 – Pickleball2 
13:45 – Papercraft 
19:00 – Wine Lovers 
19:30 - Wine Appreciation 
 

10:30 - Singalonga 
13:00 - Rummikub 2 
13:00 – Mah Jong 2 
14:00 - Tarot 
 
 

09:15 – Easy Wheelers 
14:00 – History 
19:30 – WineTasting 
 

10:00 - Walking (Short) 
14:00 – Pickleball 
14:00 Canasta 

 

09:30 - Easier Cycling 
10:00 – Science 
14.00 – Table Tennis 
19:00 - Table Games 

 
 

9:00 -  
Easy 
Wheelers 

4 10:00 – Ukulele 
10:30 – Vegetarian       
Cookery 
12:00 – Pickleball2 
13:30 - Flower Arranging 
13:45 - Discussion 
 

13:00 - Rummikub 2 
13:00 – Mah Jong 2 
18:30 - Bridge 

09:15 – Easy Wheelers 
12:00 - Luncheon 
 

10:00 – Easy Walkers 
10:00 - Strollers 
14:00 - Pickleball 
14:00 – Scrabble 
14:00 - Canasta 

09:30 - Easier Cycling 
10:00 – Drama 
14.00 – Table Tennis 
 

14:00 - 
Week-
ender’s 
Coffee 

9:00 -  
Easy 
Wheelers 
 
15:00 -
Kurling 

 
5 12:00 – Pickleball2 

 
 
 

13:00 - Rummikub 2 
13:00 – Mah Jong 2 
 

09:15 - Easy Wheelers 
 

14:00 – Pickleball 
14:00 - Canasta 

 

09:30 - Easier Cycling 
14.00 – Table Tennis 
 

 9:00 -  
Easy 
Wheelers 

Various Dates: 
Growing Old Disgracefully; International Dining; Litter Picking; National Trust; Not So Grumpy Old Men; Real Ale; 
Theatre Trips; Weekenders 
 

 
If there’s an Interest Group that you’d like to see here, please contact the Groups’ Co-ordinator, who will be happy to help  
(coordinator@ hucknallu3a.org.uk). 
 
If you are unable to e-mail the group leader, Please speak to them at the monthly meeting or ask a committee member. 
 


