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Issue May 2017 
 

Web Address: www.hucknallu3a.org.uk 

 

 The meeting is held on the second 
Wednesday of the month starting 
at 1.30pm at the Hucknall Leisure 
Centre. 

	  
 
Message from our Chair 
 
Welcome to the May Newsletter.  
Interestingly May is the only month with 2 Bank Holidays. 
 
Thanks to all those who attended the AGM in April which was made a 
special occasion by the inauguration of John Ellis as our first Honorary 
President. 
More details are in the AGM summary which is later in this newsletter. 
 
The AGM was followed by an interesting and enlightening talk by Diane 
Mannering about the shortage of women in the early settlement of 
Australia. Many men had been deported but very few women and for the 
colony to survive they needed to increase the population. Punishments 
were harsh in those days and even stealing small quantities of food often 
resulted in deportation.  
 
This month again something a little different as we have a dynamic actress 
/presenter Judith Hibbert who will be revealing something about the lives 
of several well known women. 
 
 

David Rose Chairman 

 

 

David Rose Chairman 

 

FUTURE SPEAKERS 
 
14th June 2017 –Amanda Smith  – “Nottingham Tales” 
 
12th July 2017 – Steve Short  – “Harry Houdini”  
 
9th August 2017 – Graham Short – “Hands of a Genius” 

FUTURE SPEAKERS 
 
14th June 2017 –Amanda Smith  – “Nottingham Tales” 
 
12th July 2017 – Steve Short  – “Harry Houdini”  
 
9th August 2017 – Graham Short – “Hands of a Genius” 
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OUR SPEAKER THIS MONTH 

Judith Hibbert pays an affectionate tribute to some of our greats, Julie Andrews, Joyce Grenfell, Gracie 
Fields and more. 

COMMITTEE CORNER - Notes from our Committee 

We met on Wednesday 3rd May and all the committee were in attendance. Several mailings from the 
3rd Age Trust were discussed and on May 22nd Barrie Saunders is to attend a one day course in 
Birmingham which is about a broad range of financial matters. His feedback will initiate further 
discussion and decisions in the near future. The accounts were examined and discussed ,Siobhan 
updated us on the progress of the groups and it was emphasised that any new member starting with a 
group should produce their membership card on the first occasion. 

 

Annual Report from the Chair 2017 

It hardly seems possible that 12 months have elapsed since John Tedstone retired as chairman. He 
and the committee left us in a very strong position with the revised Constitution and all the procedures 
in place for the efficient running of our U3A. 

I thank him and his committee most sincerely for making life easier for me and the current committee 
and for being a sounding board especially in the early stages. 

I am fortunate to have a very cohesive and hard working committee to whom I am indebted for their 
help and input. Alan Snape who is our current sole Vice Chair took the role on the understanding that 
he would not proceed to Chair. As a consequence we will be seeking approval at this AGM to appoint a 
2nd Vice Chair and to appoint our first Honorary President. 

We carried out a members’ survey in July 2016 seeking views on the monthly meeting, newsletter and 
interest groups. Based on your feedback our aim as a committee, this year has been to:  

- improve experiences at the monthly meeting 

- make some slight modifications to the newsletter 

- introduce workshops on topics of interest to members  

- continue to meet members’ needs by introducing new interest groups 

We are a U3A with a strong and proactive Social Sub Committee who offer an interesting and diverse 
range of social activities. These events give members opportunities to meet and mix freely with other 
members outside the interest group model. 

Our group holidays, trips or outings of a cultural nature have increased so that there is a trip 
somewhere most months. 

It is not easy arranging coach loads of people to be at the same place at the same time, let alone the 
time and energy put into researching, planning and booking large numbers. We thank all those who 
take on the responsibility for our social and cultural events. 

Our current membership is 415 and includes 29 new members. 26 members did not renew and this 
net increase of 3 exemplifies the gradual slowing of the rate of increase in the overall membership 
number. 
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This slowing increase of numbers means that the dropping of the catchment area has had no 
detrimental effect.  

Many of our established members are from outside Hucknall and they make a valuable contribution to 
the diversity of the membership and it is anticipated any new members from outside Hucknall will only 
add to that diversity. 

It also means that we have no need for concern about our numbers becoming too large. In common 
with other established U3As our initial exponential membership surge has become a manageable 
trickle. 

Our interest groups continue to flourish and currently we have 48groups. During the year 6 new ones 
were started. We are very fortunate to have had the Group Leaders with so many interests, with 
subjects as diverse as Knitting & Crochet and Bird Watching. 

A very pleasing outcome of membership cooperation was the designing and making of the unique 
Interest Group ‘baubles’ that were hung from our Cycle Group Christmas Tree that came first in the 
festival and was featured in the TAT magazine. 

The Newsletter has aimed to be more about what is coming up with only brief reports on what has 
already happened although we have not got the balance quite right yet.  

I must thank the members who contribute to the Newsletter and especially to Steve Lawrence who 
puts it all together and emails it out. 

The website provides a platform for extended reports of what groups have done or are planning and 
we encourage you to please post items on the website as Sue Spolton our Webmaster welcomes your 
contributions and photographs for the Gallery. We also thank Angela Cornish for assisting Sue since 
December with posting items on the website. 

We need to acknowledge the volunteer teams of people who are the vital part of our monthly meeting. 
The refreshment providers, assisters in the Board room, book stall helpers and Marguerites team of 
‘signers in’ are all essential to the smooth running of our monthly meeting.  

At this point I must also pay tribute to the staff of the Leisure Centre for their helpfulness to us and 
who work so hard to set the hall up and clear it afterwards. 

In fact I extend those thanks to the staff at all our venues with whom we have good working 
relationships.  

One of the most important teams at our monthly meeting is the ‘technical team’ who put together and 
take down our PA system , haul large speakers round the hall ,set up the stage ,laptop ,projector and 
screen and any other items our  speaker may turn up with. 

At the risk of sounding complacent I think our U3A is in very good shape as we move into our tenth 
year.  

 
David Rose Chairman 

AGM Summary 

The 9th Annual General Meeting was held on Wednesday 12th April at Hucknall Leisure Centre. 
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The minutes of the 2016 AGM were agreed as a true record. 

The committee proposed that our Business Secretary Barrie Saunders to be appointed as the 2nd Vice 
Chair.  This proposal was passed by the members present. 

Our financial scrutiniser, Chartered Accountant Geoff Cree summarised the accounts from January 
2017 to December 2017 reporting a surplus for that period of £2017.15 

The summary of the accounts was accepted by the meeting. Our thanks were extended to Geoff who 
carries out this professional task as a willing volunteer. 

This was followed by the Chairman’s report which is included with this newsletter. 

And lastly: 

Hucknall U3A started and now flourishes thanks to the hard work and dedication of a small group of 
volunteers and we now have 415 members and 48 interest groups. 

A key member of that initial group was John Ellis who was also our second Chairman. He continues to 
be very proactive as an energetic and popular Chair of the Social Sub-Committee. 

John’s continued work, energy and dedication was acknowledged at the AGM by the membership who 
were pleased to make him our first honorary president. 

His official badge of honour was presented by Dianne White whose late husband Richard was our first 
ever chairman and a member of the start up group with John. 

John responded with a heartfelt moving speech that was warmly applauded by the meeting. 

David Rose 

 Chairman Hucknall U3A 

 

 

                        John & Dianne                                              John Addressing the meeting 
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A May Workshop Opportunity  :Presented by Medical Nutritionist Gillian Key  

Health in the 3rd Age Monday 22nd May 2.0 pm to 3.30 pm 

The Studio John Godber Centre 

It’s never too late to change! 

This workshop explores how and why we age with particular reference to inflammation, our cells, our 
blood sugar balance and our micro biome (all the microbes in a community e.g. our gut)  

We will look at longevity hotspots or “blue zones” and what we can learn from them. Finally, we will 
look at what you can do to combat the effects of ageing, including tips on how to make simple dietary 
changes to maintain health in the 3rd age.  

 And there will be a challenge (nothing physical)………..will you accept? 

There is a small cost of £2.00 for this workshop. 

Sign up near the book stall at the May monthly meeting or by contacting me at: 

chairman@hucknallu3a.org.uk  or telephone 0115 9537679 , David Rose 

Also a last chance to sign up for the proposed 6 week computer course at the Acacia Centre 
Annesley 

Sign in next to the Health workshop details above. 

SOCIAL COMMITTEE 

Quiz Night – Saturday 3 June 2017 

A quiz night has been arranged for Saturday 3 June 2017, tickets will be on sale at the May monthly 
meeting. The ticket price will include a pea and pie supper and each team will consist of a maximum of 
8 players. Prize for the winning team. 

See Attached Flyer 

NEWS FROM THE GROUPS 
 
CREATIVE WRITING GROUP 

We meet at Titchfield Court from 1-3 pm on usually the fourth Tuesday of each month.  Our Co-
ordinator, Janet Gibson, gives us a title, sentence or just a word to inspire us to write a piece of 
around 500 words which we develop at home and then read out to fellow members at the next 
meeting, for constructive criticism and appraisal.  After a short tea-break we then do a ten minute 
exercise.  We would very much welcome new members to the Group so feel free to contact us for 
further details. The last meeting was on Tuesday, April 25th when we read our March homework which 
was entitled “My Electric Car”.  April’s homework is a letter supporting our claim to a hoard of gold 



6	  

 
******************************** 

Please forward articles for the next Newsletter to hucknallu3anewsletter@live.co.uk by 2nd June 2017 

recently found in an old piano!  Our next session will be on Tuesday, 23rd May when our homework 
subject is “Birdsong” and we would love to welcome more members to our group so please get in 
touch for more information. 

For any information about the Creative Writing Group please contact Sandra Green 
(sandra.green80@ntlworld.com or tel. 0115 8408132)  
 
CYCLE GROUP 
 
Several members are once again entered for the Nottingham Cycle Live 50 mile ride on Sunday June 
25th. Currently we are taking part in some additional longer week end rides led by our ‘route master’ 
John Saunders. On Sunday 30th April this group covered 32 miles and are taking a break at Beeston 
weir /marina. Wednesday rides continue as normal with a longer ride this month on Wed 17th. 
 

 
 
DINING IN GROUP 

Barbara and Con hosted our 5th anniversary dinner this month and did us all proud.  We started with 
Venison tartlets followed by a superb Toad in the Hole, then 3 different puddings, cheese and coffee all 
washed down with a little wine to ease the digestion of course.  Finally Barbara carried in a fruit and 
crushed pineapple celebration cake which was delicious.  We all took a piece home like children at a 
party!  For 5 years we have met every month chatted and laughed and relaxed all evening and Mick 
and I have enjoyed it all.  Thank you so much guys for being such a great group. Pauline and Mick. 
 

FUN WITH LANGUAGES 

Our April meeting went with a swing and this was the last session in our present series on French. We 
enjoyed ‘ordering’ and especially eating some French-style food which included, pain, croissants, 
brioche, pain chocolat, confiture et du fromage! We practiced vocabulary related to food and in the 
cafes and restaurants and swopped stories of our experiences in France – including how best to learn 
a foreign language!!! Very interesting!!! 

 Our meeting on 11th May in the Byron Suite at 10.30 at JGC will be the first of three basic sessions in 



7	  

 
******************************** 

Please forward articles for the next Newsletter to hucknallu3anewsletter@live.co.uk by 2nd June 2017 

German. Useful not just for visiting Germany itself, but also places like Austria and Slovenia among 
others. New members are welcome at any time to join us. 

  Ann Murray &Liz Attenborough. 

 

GARDENING GROUP 

 
On Tuesday May 16th The Gardening Group will be paying a visit to Barnsdale Gardens in Rutland. The 
Coach will be leaving Ogle Street, Hucknall at 10.00 

and probably arriving back between 4.30 and 5.00. Any outstanding money must be paid at the U3A 
monthly meeting at The Leisure Centre on Wednesday 10th. May. 

Also all monies outstanding for our June 20th trip to Birmingham Botanical Gardens should be paid at 
the May Monthly U3A Meeting.   

There are still vacancies for our July 18th visit to Hopton Hall and Carsington which can be booked also 
at the May U3A meeting.  

Contact Alan on 07940146542 or Judith on 9523429 

 

NOT SO GRUMPY OLD MEN  

April saw the Not So Grumpies visiting Donington Park to follow in the footsteps of such luminaries 

as Tazio Nuvolari, Stirling Moss, Nigel Mansell and Jenson Button.  We first had an interesting tour 

around both the Wheatcroft Collection of Military Vehicles and the Grand Prix Collection, before getting 

down to the order of the day.  The victorious driver of the day and his pit stop crew posed for the 

attached winning team photo, before moving on to the Nabb Inn to continue their celebrations prior to 

returning home. 
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David Jackson 

 

 
PUB QUIZ & LUNCH GROUP 

The subscription is £1 per person which covers each team’s Quiz sheet and a raffle ticket for each 
member.  There is a cash prize for the first and second team, with a £5 pub voucher for the raffle, 
along with a Bumper Bag containing donated items, for which our thanks are given to those who 
donated. 

29 members attended our April Pub Quiz and the winners were team “Minus One”, with runners up 
being team “Monday Girls”. 

The next Pub Quiz Lunch will be on Monday, 8th May at 12 noon.  Donations of items for the Bumper 
Bag are gratefully accepted. Just pay the subscription on arrival, then order your lunch at the bar and 
put your thinking caps on.  There is a Dingbats quiz just for fun, followed by the Quiz itself and then 
lunch, followed by the answers and the raffle.  We are limited to 36 seats so please come early as it’s 
first come, first served for seats in the alcove area. 

For any information about the Pub Quiz & Lunch, please contact Sandra Green 
(sandra.green80@ntlworld.com or tel. 0115 8408132)  

SCIENCE GROUP 2 

The next meeting is on Friday May 19th 10am to 12 noon in the Studio John Godber Centre. 

Part 1  

An illustrated account of an epic automotive journey from 1901 to 1907 

The background to this event will be a consideration and acknowledgement of the contribution to 
advances in communication and automotive technology by some lesser known pioneers: Charles 
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Thomas, Charles J Glidden, David and John Napier. 

Part 2 

Contributions from the group: 

Thomas Savery     :   Janet Newton 

Charles Parsons :  Maggie Huckerby 

Karl Benz  : David Wormall 

 

SINGALONGA GROUP 

 
The next meeting of the group is on the 16th of May at St Peter and St. Paul's Church hall from 10 till 
12. 
 
Our choice of music ranges from Perry Como to Queen and Doris Day to Madonna all sung as a group 
karaoke. 
 
We are still an open group and welcome new singers. It is great fun just ask anyone who comes. 
THEATRE GROUP 

The Wedding Singer, Theatre Royal, 13th May, 14:30, £37.50 

Shirley Valentine Jodie Prenger, Theatre Royal, 24th May, £22.50 

West Side Story, Theatre Royal, 31st May, £24.00 

Kevin & Karen from Strictly, Royal Concert Hall, 1st June, 19:30, £37.00 

Funny Girl, Theatre Royal, 17th June, 14:30, £49.50 

The Adams Family, Musical Comedy, Theatre Royal, 28th June, 14:00, £31.50 

Out of Order, Comedy, Theatre Royal, 19th July, 14:00, £25.50 

Crazy for You Musical Theatre, Theatre Royal, 4th October, 14:00, £32.50 

My Fair Lady, Musical Theatre, 25th October, 14:30, £18.00 

The Little Mermaid, Ballet, Theatre Royal, 9th November, 14:00, £30.00 

War Horse, Royal Concert Hall, 21st March 2018, 2pm, Tickets £52.50 to be paid by August 2016 

 
WALKING GROUP (MID LENGTH) 

Monday 15th May  

Our next walk, to be led by Dave Kay and Ian Raynor, is a 5.5 mile circular walk, starting from 
Cromford. This will be our first Derbyshire walk this year.  
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We had a lovely walk in April and the sun shone ALL day.   

 

 

Sue Tedstone 

WATERCOLOUR GROUP  

The next meeting for watercolour group will be on Monday 5 June at the usual place Titchfield Court, 
Orchard Street, Hucknall starting at 2pm. 

The group have been invited to enter the ‘Byron Festival’ art competition, entries have to be in for 
Wednesday 30 June. The subject this year is ‘Italian, carnival or Venice’. On Friday 14 July the entries 
will be displayed at the John Godber Centre, in the Main Hall before judging. The winners will be 
announced that evening at the awards ceremony along with entertainment provided by Newstead 
Brass Band. 

If you are interested in entering the competition, please contact Rose the group co-ordinator either via 
the website or at the next monthly meeting. 

 
WEEKENDERS’ GROUP 
 
The events organised by either the Lunch Group or the Weekenders Group are open 
to all U3A members, regardless of whether they are regulars or not.  Obviously 
places are sometimes limited so it’s first come, first served; I should be grateful if 
you could let me know if you are interested in these events as soon as possible so  
that I can let other members know if I have places left. 

Eight of us went on a bus pass day out to Derby on 7th April;  we used the Amberline from Hucknall 
which takes an hour and three quarters to get to Derby (!) but we had a good natter on the way, 
followed by lunch at The Standing Orders (Wetherspoons), a visit to Derby Museum for a Photography 
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Exhibition, then shopping and another hour and three quarters back to Hucknall.  The weather was 
lovely and we were shattered by the time we got home.   Twenty of us had Lunch at Arunothai on 22nd 
April and as usual we enjoyed a very nice meal (two courses for £7.95).  Our Coffee Club/Programme 
Planning was on 29th April.  We are having another Day Out to Stamford on 5th May and Afternoon Tea 
on 13th May at Morton’s Farm Tearooms in Papplewick.   

For any information about the Weekenders Group, please contact Sandra Green 
(sandra.green80@ntlworld.com or tel. 0115 8408132)  

U3A HOLIDAYS 

June 2018 Croatia  

2 weeks Cavtat near to Dubrovnik in 4 star hotel half board. This holiday is now fully allocated but I 
am taking names for a reserve list. People do drop out for a variety of reasons, so please do consider 
putting your name down. Contact Caroline 

 
October 2018  - Venezuela and Angel Falls 

 
2 week adventure trip up the Orinoco plus 2 week optional extension on the Paradise archipelago of 
Los Roques. This is an adventure trip so be prepared to rough it a bit.  
 
You will need to have an itinerary from Explore,Worldwide phone 01252 884987 and ask for trip notes 
Angel Falls and Orinoco code AF 2017. 

I am organising a meeting in June 2017. Ring me and leave your contact details. It is imperative you 
have a copy of the trip notes to hand for the meeting. 

Caroline Rhoades 
 

Contact Caroline Rhoades for more information. 

Ashfield u3a Holiday Organiser 

01623 721987. 07724210563 

crhoades159@gmail.com 

Sutton in Ashfield U3A Invite 

Philosophy Taster Day, Saturday 23rd September 9.45- 4 pm, Ashwood Centre Kirkby 

Do you think that Philosophy is a pastime just for academics and intellectuals? Join our group for a 
one day workshop and gain an insight into what Philosophy is really about. The day will be an 
entertaining mix of small discussion groups and short films based on the BBC series' Genius of the 
Ancients' by Bettany Hughes. An opportunity to network, discusses practical issues, network and meet 
others over lunch. 

£10.00 includes refreshments and lunch. Cheques to Sutton in Ashfield u3a. 

John Barsby. ,32 Berry Hill Lane. Mansfield. Notts. NG184W01623439803 , John.Barsby@ntlworld.com 
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HUCKNALL & DISTRICT U3A INTEREST GROUPS 
May 2017 

For further details contact Siobahn Lee, 0115-9550119 or check the website at 
www.hucknallu3a.org.uk from there you can email the respective Group Leader 

ARTS 

CHOIR    1st Wednesday 13:30 
   3rd Wednesday 11:30 
 
CREATIVE WRITING  4thTuesday13.00 

DISCUSSION  1st Monday 13:45 

DRAMA   4th Friday 10:00 

FILM CLUB  Thursday 10:30& 13:00 
  Friday 19:15 
 
FAMILY HISTORY  2nd Friday 14:00 
 
HISTORY    3rd Wednesday 14:00 

MUSIC FOR PLEASURE 4th Tuesday 19:00 

NATIONAL TRUST Various dates &times 

READING (BOOKS)* 1st Wednesday 14:00 

SINGALONGA               3rd Tuesday 10:30 

THEATRE   various dates 

UKULELE 2nd & 4th Monday 10:00 
 
ACTIVE WELLBEING 

CYCLING                      Every Wednesday 9:00 

GRUMPY OLD MEN        Various 

NOT SO GRUMPY OLD MEN  Various 

KURLING                     As Arranged 

WALKING (LONG)  1st Tuesday 10:00 
WALKING (MID)* 3rd Monday 10:00 
WALKING (SHORT) 3rd Thursday 10:00 
 

FOOD & DRINK 

DINING IN    1st Tuesday 

INTERNATIONAL DINING   As Arranged 

LATE BREAKFAST           1st Friday 09:15 

LUNCH GROUP               4th Wednesday 12:00 

PUB QUIZ & LUNCH        2nd Monday 12:00 

WINE APPRECIATION*    3rd Monday 19:30 

WINE TASTING * 3rd Wednesday 19:30 

HOBBIES & PASTIMES 

CANASTA  1st Friday 19:00 

CRAFT 1 *  3rd Monday 13.45 

CRAFT 2   2nd Tuesday 14:00 

GARDENING   3rd Tuesday 14:00 

HOLIDAYS    various dates 

KNITTING & CROCHET  4th Tuesday 14:00 
 
MAH JONG  2nd Friday 19:00 

POT LUCK *  1st Wednesday 19:30 

RUMMIKUB  1st Monday 2:00pm 

SCRABBLE    4th Thursday 14:00 

SPORT SPECTATOR various dates 

TABLE GAMES   3rd Friday 19:00 

WATER COLOUR 1st Monday 14:00 

WEEKENDERS   various Sat & Sun. 

LANGUAGES 

FRENCH CONVERSATION* 3rd Tuesday 10:00 

FUN WITH LANGUAGES  2nd Thursday 10:30 

 
SCIENCE AND THE ENVIRONMENT 

BIRD WATCHING  2nd Tuesday 10:30 

SCIENCE 1  4th Thursday 10:00 

SCIENCE 2  3rd Friday 10:00 

TECHNOLOGY SUPPORT   Tue and Thu 10am  

                                      Wednesday 2pm 

 

 

*Indicates group full. If you are interested then contact Siobhan who will happy to help you set up a 
further group. 

Please be aware that some Interest Groups have a limited number of places due to activity, venue etc. 

Group Leaders are normally available in the Board Room at the monthly U3A meetings to 
answer any questions that you may have about their group. Their contact details are 
displayed on the Interest Group Information Board. 


